5™ Annual Toyota 200 September™.€007

Each year 40 of the fastest motorcycle road rdoerup out at Willow Springs International Racewawards
the beginning of Fall to test their personal wallrace flat out for 200 miles on the Fastest Roatie West and
fight for the $150,000 payout.

This year the International part of the phrase abeas truly in use, as we had 4 fast riders froenGhech
Republic join the racing group for the 80 lap a#isai the hot asphalt of Willow Springs.

The most notable rider was one Jakub Smrz, #986aeekend, a regular in the World Super Bike Setinedt
normally races a Ducati, but this past weekencbble B Suzuki GSXR-1000 to an awesorfepace finish
with lap times dipping into the 1:22 his first timeWillow Springs.

Also joining us for the 8 Annual Toyota 200 was Jason Pridmore, #243 whoomdast year's Jordon painted
Suzuki GSXR-1000, and as some had mentioned atable not the most pleasant color scheme out there
Nonetheless, Mr. Pridmore put his bike on the fromt and just a few ticks behind the fastest gieabfin the
grid of the 40 with his skillful riding and colorfbike.

Last month | put my bike"fastest in the morning practice before qualifyivith a ver}: satisfying lap time of
1:25.9, but during qualifying | had a few momemtsl @nly managed a 1:27.3 for thé"qualifier of the 32
that attempted to qualify.

Good thing we were given two days of qualifyingnca the cut off this year for the big race was2¥ I, and |
would not have made the cut on last month’s qualifnly.

The Friday before the race weekend, | planned tmyposition on the grid with a better ride duropgalifying
and knew | would need to ride faster since thers @einitely a faster group of riders competingtfoz top 40
places on the grid.

Ironically, 57 riders tried to fill 40 spots, anday ironically, because Jeremy Toye, the evemaica winner’s
number is just that, 57.

| made my way to the track early Friday morningest my riding ability to race with the best ofgipiast
weekend’s Toyota 200 competitors and left my maitk @ 29" position on the grid of 40 with a best lap time
during qualifying of 1:26.5.

Funny thing is, for the past three years that ehgqwalified for the Toyota 200, my lap time to get into the
big race has been a consistent 1:26.5, and eacimyegrid position has varied depending on who slsaved
up to battle in the 80 lap race.

The first year it was spot 30, last year spot 2}, this year back to 3%n the grid.

| didn’t concern myself with where | qualified ometgrid, as long as | had a position on the grit;es80 laps
usually weeds out the slower, less prepared ridens the faster, more in-shape fast guys.

As | remembered the outcome from last year’s rsizeting 2% and finishing 18, | figured | could perform to
the best of my ability and would finish high up thre roster of Toyota 200 race finishers.

My preliminary goal was to be a top 5 finisher, ang confidence was fairly high after the first rouof
practices and qualifying, since | had been tAdagtest in the morning practice.

Much to my surprise, a few faster riders showeamiphis past Friday, and quickly squashed my dreafmas

top 5 finish, and | had to reassess my finishinglgonce | saw that the ¥2jualifier had run deep into the 1:25
lap times, and | would need to put forth my bed¢ fio attain a top 20 position.

This year was no different in my pit strategy, &ptanned on doing just one stop for gas and atnesar
Since we had a small hick-up in the pits last yeisin a slightly slower than anticipated pit stoguat a mere
3:19, this year we actually practiced and were hgpd perform the stop in under a one lap lossettebin the
pits.



Since my pit crew did such an awesome job of mgetig expectations, without further ado, here is2097
Toyota 200 Pit Crew, minus a couple of regulamfteft to right:

Sorry, that is my other crew: my youngest son, Wtit®, my rear tire changer Duane’s oldest daughter

Nicole, my oldest daughter, Josephine, Duane’s lmiddughter, Natalie, and Duane’s youngest daughter

Nina.

They are all sporting the latestWMWWW.GOTMOTOPARTS.COWNapparel.

The only kid missing is my middle son, Sebastiam, Bhave no idea where he was at the time of the
picture.

Pictured from left to right is: Dan, in charge bétfire extinguisher and my liquid refreshment disging
handyman, Duane, the rear tire quick change aR, rear stand manipulator and assistant to Dwéthe
the rear axle, obviously ME, Jason, front whe¢gtHoff-the-grounder and sometimes front straight
videographer, and Matt, fuel replenisher and seplf Diesel treats, as well as my back-up CreweChi
THANK YOU all for your awesome and professionalghel my pits, and for getting me back on the track
as quick as you did, as well as keeping my raceggsirong, as | couldn’t have done it without youby
myself.



As noted, a couple of regular pit crew members@ssing: Gregg, my main refueler, couldn’t makithe
track due to the fact that he was caught out lastita working at a conflicting four-wheel event $aturday,

and my regular Pit Crew Chief, Ryan, as he wasinedan another state for a family marital meetivigch

had him thousands of miles from the real actiowdiow Springs.

Not to be forgotten, Ryan surprised me and the evétva “real” pit board, as opposed to the norpzab

board, hand-held, hand-written pit sign.

THANK YOU RYAN for the awesome surprise, as thelmard was used feverously almost every 10 laps for
comprehensive communication between my pit crewraed

As the Sunday sun and wind passed the noon houaraindd at the first hour thereafter, we, the dthbatants
that would do battle on the 2-1/2 mile, 9-turn réraek for 80 laps made our way to the starting.gri

Since | was on the outside of tHB ®w, which set me up almost perfectly for thetfttsn, as | enjoy going
around the outside of the first turn on the fiegt,|l made my way to the #@rid spot with much anticipation to
run for almost 2 hours at full race pace.

This optimistic viewpoint was completely destroysdthe end of the 77 laps | finished due to th¢ tlaat the
race had three Red flags thrown, and numerous ¥#leyw flags waving in almost every turn of thadk at
some point during the race.

| know | am overstating the amount of Yellow flagst there were a few waving Yellow flags that liei
passing in the immediate area of the waving flags, thus they also changed the overall dynamitiseoface,
slowing the pace of the normally clean Toyota 200.



As shown above, | had a front row seat to somé@Dbff track excursions, and as my racing buddw$tan
attest to, that was one of the more tame crashégeafay, since he got to ride through a wall & Gaused by a
ruptured gas tank in the middle of Turn 2, whiclswie first of the three Red flags of the day.

Now, back to the start of the race.



| hadn’t done much practice launching my bike framstationary grid position and the start of an&rice
would be the best place not to have a great stairthat | wanted that to be fact, but quicklyéchme the truth
of the past.

My launch when the Green flag dropped had my biéely slipping backwards into the last few positsoon
the track, and as | exited turn 1 | had droppeabiout 3% place from my initial position of 29

As we headed around the track for our first lapddn to plan out my first half of the race as Ideshdown the
front straight and towards my first victim that wdgo from a position of just in front of my 20055&R-1000
to just behind it.

As each of the laps came and went, | made a fegvypasses around the outside of other riders, obrtiles as
we entered corners all around the track, and dwaaogleration out of corners against riders tlkatelw | was
faster than from prior race interactions.

| glanced at my lap timer every few laps to seetviyy@e of pace | was able to circulate the track at
comfortably, and my little electronic gadget disg@d slightly slower than what | expected lap tiro€4:28’s,
1:27’s, and a few 1:26’s.

My plan before the first lap turned at Willow Sggsthis mid-September weekend was to ride at a glace
around low 1:25’s to low 1:26’s, but my mind wag atbowing this goal to be reached in the first thfah of
laps | was now involved in.

| figured if | could gap a few of the slower riddyehind me, as | did last year, | could put a smadhion of
time on the track to allow for a less than perfatstop, not thinking negatively, just allowing fall
possibilities off the track at race pace.



The first half, or at least by the time my fuehigegan to signal my machine’s need for more coadle
explosive liquid, of the race came around lap 38cr

| figured from past experiences with the flashingl#er light that allowed me to know how much fuebveft
in the just under 5 gallon fuel tank, | had rougBi§ more laps of high-speed excitement leaneldaight and
left on my fully race prepped 1000 cubic centimet@tored Suzuki rocket bike.

Since | wanted to make it to the end of the racéhersecond 200-miler raced with this bike, | feggil would
run just 4 or 5 laps once the fuel light blinkedtj and | signaled my pit crew that was hangingrdkie inside
hot pit lane wall, with a pointed index finger tawda the top of my quickly draining fuel tank asalsged the
Start / Finish Line.

Prior to the start of the race | told my crew o thas signal and the following relay of informattbat would
occur between them and | once the signal was seen.

| would alert them to the fact that | needed ftieky would acknowledge the signal with the simpld axact
word “IN” on the pit board the next lap, then | wdypit the following lap, keeping the lines of comnication
open and flowing, so our pit stop would be fullypegted and perfectly performed.

The best laid plans, it is said, always change,danmthg a race such as the Toyota 200, our plame areanged
due to others actions, as well as my own actions.

As | rode my own race pace, the light came onausit earlier than | had expected, but that wastduke fact
that | had now made up about 6 places since mly taéickwards start just a brief 33 laps prior.

| milked the bike for a couple of laps, meaningdmgbed my lap time about 1 to 1-1/2 seconds ada@,made
my way into the pits for my one and only pit stopso | thought.

This is when my pit crew got to shine and they veorkheir magic, doing a rear tire change, filling now
almost empty fuel tank, and replenishing my swebgasing body with nutritional liquid in a mere Q;4ust
over one lap lost in the pits.

| was extremely happy that our Green flag pit st@g as brief as it was, since again, | only plaroestop this
one time, and to loose only one lap in the pits igi# in line with my one stop pit strategy.

As mentioned above, plans change, and also as shibowe, a fire on the track definitely changedrte
outcome for most of the teams, since it was tts @if three Red flags, which if | didn’t mentioryit, was just
a couple of laps after | had just got back on thekt after my one stop.

Here is the best explanation of how my restart fropnnew grid position of 2Bplace went.



My new found joy of wheeling is fun on my little S@unt Honda CRF50, but not very effective on thd gf
some of the fastest riders on road race bikes Wyileg to launch my race bike forwards at maximum
acceleration.

After my front wheel climbed higher than | needetbion the first restart, | made my way down ttaek into
turn 1 in another come from the back of the patdref

The first red flag didn’t help or hurt me, but Hadaited just a couple of laps more for my first gtiop,
| could have maintained the lost lap with my Gréag pit stop, and been a few spots up on that dirsvhat
we had no idea of at the time, three restarts.

As the next handful of laps ticked off, and haviregl a great first half to thé"®\nnual Toyota 200 with only
one minor issue, a very minute rear tire slideautirn 2 on about lap 20, | made a few more pasea#ders
who | assumed would be pitting one more time befloeeend of the race.

Shown in the next picture would be #767 in fronthad very Famous, and only winner of all the 250 faces,
Rich Oliver #197, mainly due to a problem with machine.

| was happy to pass Rich Oliver, even if it didmétve anything to do with my talent versus his tglas he is
another rider | have learned from out at Willow i8gs.

Being that our 80 lap endurance race had now he&eed into two 40 lap mini endurance races, | wasraise
control and figured | would make a few more movesry slower competitors in front of me due to ngkla
luster restart, and continue my forward progresiénfinishing order.

With about 23 or 24 laps to go, the plans of alnevstry racer were ultimately changed completelg, wuthe
second Red flag.



My efforts to this point in the race had me restgrthis second time on grid position 18, and ufed now |
had two practice starts and | should be gettintebat the launch, which would include lots of thiand a
quick dump of the clutch.

Too bad the third and final Red flag would come putap or two later, as most teams had practiceckcstops
and thought they could do two quick stops and bgsnake up time off the track in the pits, whilesir rider
would make up more time out on the track whilemgci

My second pit stop, during the Red flag, worked alatost too well for me, since | figured my fuel wig be
close to empty near the end and | might have to diown just a hair each lap to make it to the emd,
possibly loose positions in the process.

Now that the need for fuel wasn’t going to be aues and | was extremely confident in my tires mgkt the
distance, about 23 laps, | was ready to do baitle avbit quicker lap times than | had turned ia fiist 50
something laps.

My pit crew continued to take care of my bike neadd my needs, and with these two rest periodgatte
was becoming fairly easy to endure, but like | ssdier, the 80 lap endurance race is what wsigti up for,
not a 40 lap mini endurance, and then two 20 lamsm@aces.

As | launched on the second restart, or my perdirral attempt to race to turn 1, | had the besittle and
clutch control so far and made up a couple of @acehe brief couple of laps before we, as a graiuacers
entered turn 5 as two of the guys in front of meedogether and left mangled pieces of fiberglasstyork
right in the middle of the track, causing the fiRad flag of the race.

Since we only made it around 18 turns, | didn’theostto refuel while under the last Red flag, bdid check on
my rear tire to confirm that it had enough rublegt 1o go the final 21 laps.

Just as | had suspected, due to my decent lauachgosition 18 on the grid just a couple of lapbe | was
now just outside the top 15 in the™osition.

With a brief 21 laps left on the clock for the firséint of the race, barring any other incidentst timight cause
another Red flag, | made plans to pass the fimaeds and secure a top 10 finish.

| made sure my last restart, or so | assumed tbiddvoe my last restart, would position me in tightrplace to
pass a few more riders and make my way to the edvep 10.

Finally the Green flag dropped with just a shori&ds remaining, and since my lap timer had besplaying
fairly accurate lap counts, | figured | would kesapeye on it and make any last ditch passing atseonzxe |
saw the White flag waving.

In the past | have told myself that if | was fagtean a rider in front of me, | would pass thensasn as
possible and let them earn the spot back if theydcget back around me.

Towards the end of this year's race | sat on theelhof rider #148, Alex Weathersby, and just antrhim
#16, Stuart Smith.

The 11" place rider was a ways in front of Stuart and wadlout 3-4 laps remaining in the race he and Alex
both slowed a bit and made my job even easierde ffeem both, but stupidly, | waited to see theté/fiag to
not give either of them much time to get back atcbone once | passed them.

| looked down at my lap timer and noticed an L1%ha viewing window, and figured | would see a VEHlag
on the next lap, but as | crossed the Start / kihise, no flags were displayed, so | just followbd two riders
in front of me patiently waiting for the White sywollof the final lap.

Just one lap prior to this one, my not completasglad right big toe that was shattered just 2-1dathns ago at
Infineon started to burn like it was being burntebgmall campfire that normally is used to cookshanellows
for the production of s’'mores.

At that moment, | mentally toughed out the last tayss and made my intentions known in my head about
passing the riders in front of me without any cander the pain my toe was inflicting on my emotband
physical well being.



A valuable lesson has been learned, due to theffact had been waiting for the White flag signglihe last
lap of the race, but | only followed the two rid@ndront of me until we crossed the Finishing Lihe next lap
with a waving checkered flag blatantly displayeddt to see, that | will not wait to pass my fello
competitors.

Finishing 12" would have been great, but | am extremely happhate pulled off a top 15 with the higher level
of competition out there on the track this year.

It has now become an Annual ritual to salute theyrspectators that line the track in turn 4, owasknow
them, the TURN4NICATORS, with a big, fat, smoky baut.

My family made the trek out to the track for thice weekend, and | must thank them again for alsthpport
they have given me over the past 4-1/2 years.
THANK YOU Jodie, Josephine, Sebastian, and Valentin

| want to thank all of my present sponsors, ancefdly future sponsors as well, for making my riderk as
well as it has in the past and again hopefullyhmfuture as well.

THANK YOU:

Central Coast Mechanicswww.ccmechanics.com
Bombay Motorsports www.bombaymotorsports.com
Motul - www.motul.com

Galfer USA -www.galferusa.com

Ohlins —www.ohlins.com

GP Suspensionwww.gpsuspension.com




Shoei Helmet Safety Corporatiomvww.shoei-helmets.com
Lockhart Phillips USA www.lockhartphillipsusa.com

K & N Engineering www.knfilters.com

50 Stunt www.50stunt.com

E-Racings www.e-racings.com

Fuel Cel .www.eti-fuelcel.com

VP Racing -www.vpracingfuels.com

SLIME - www.slime.com

Suzuki -www.suzuki.com

Dunlop -www.dunlopracing.com

WSMC -www.race-wsmc.com

Creative Persuasionswww.creativepersuasions.com
Performance Unlimitedwww.kellybakers.com

OFD Racing / Puig / Shogunwww.ofdracing.com
Jeremy Harper www.seajersart.com

Fast 50’s -www.fast50s.com

Custom Painting by Genegene82stafford@hotmail.com
Allan Real Estate Investmentgodie@allanrealestate.com
Suzuki of Van Nuys www.suzukiofvannuys.com

MDG Racing -www.gotmotoparts.com

| know | would ride even if there were not spectatdut we, as racers, truly appreciate the cravigeople
that make the trip out to the track to endure tkeativer, good or bad, and cheer for us riders, edpyewhen
we ride for as long as we did this past Sundayckviias well over two hours in the heat and wind.

THANK YOU to all that have, and will participate the motorcycle road racing sport I love, and Isure you
love, too.

| hope to see some of you at the track or on thd smon.

THANK YOU for reading and enjoying my racing adverss.

Marcel Graeber with my Middle Son Sebastian



