
Since I hadn’t been to Willow Springs in almost ¾ of a year, I drove the three and a half 
hours contemplating how well I would ride my 2005 GSXR-1000 that had a fresh 
windscreen and frame slider, THANKS Jason and OFD Racing, due to my slightly less 
than perfect race in the Miller AMA Super Stock race back in June. 
 
This past weekend was the first round of Willow Spring’s Toyota 200 Qualifying, of 
which last year I had qualified 21st of the fastest 40. 
Since I had spent the past half a year racing with the fast guys in the AMA Super Sport 
and Super Stock classes, I knew my experiences riding at that level had prepared me to 
go faster than I had in the past at Willow Springs this almost inevitably hot weekend in 
August. 
 
Friday morning, as the blistering heat of the Sun, which was piercing through the smoke 
filled sky due to the Zaca Lake forest fire, made the racing surface almost too hot to ride 
above while wearing a full cowhide suit for protection from touching the asphalt. 
 

 
 
The first timed qualifying practice session was to go off at 11:00 a.m., and I had small 
stomach aches as I wondered how I would perform on the track I had spent many laps 
circulating almost a year ago. 
 
All questions and concerns were to be answered almost immediately, as I looked down 
after my warm up lap and recognized a wonderfully fast lap time of 1:37. 
 
The very next lap had only accumulated another 88 seconds to my lap timer, and I knew 
with the minimal effort I was putting out to achieve such quick lap times that this day 
was to behold some excitement and reward. 
 



Another 86 seconds passed as I came up to speed almost too quickly in this first 
qualifying session, and my third lap had my mind in a whirl as to why I was going so 
quick so early with again, almost no thought or conscious effort to navigate the 9 turns of 
Willow Springs International Raceway. 
 
By the end of the fourth, and my final lap of the first timed practice for the Toyota 200 
Qualifying round, I was the 6th fastest rider with a lap time of just under 1:26, with a 
1:25.929. 
 
I entered our now Air-Conditioned RV with an enormous smile on my face as to how 
well I had ridden after being away from my very first racing arena, WSMC. 
I looked at my lap timer one last time before heading off to the official timing and 
scoring room for WSMC, to confirm that my lap timer and the electronic transponder 
read the same output in lap times. 
I was ecstatic to see the official result stating that both times were the same and my 
performance was as I had thought, a great beginning to the weekend. 
 
I had already swore to my lovely wife, Jodie, that his weekend would not involve any 
floundering in the dirt, crashing of bikes, breaking of bones or bike parts, or anything less 
than just riding around on one or both wheels on asphalt, since it was also her 20th High 
School Reunion on Saturday evening. 
 
Even though I did almost break my promise, that story will be told in the coming 
paragraphs, I managed to keep my bikes, leathers, and hands clean. 
 
The second practice session was to be held right after lunch at 1 p.m., and my only plan 
after such an awesome performance in the first practice session was to back up the lap 
times with similar led readings on my lap timer. 
I rode around the 9 turns of Willow Springs for a few laps and my lap timer and the 
electronic transponder confirmed lap times of just about one second slower than the first 
sessions time’s at 1:27. 
 
Qualifying would be split into two groups, Group 1 would be the faster 16 riders of 
which my lap time of 1:25.9 put me 6th fastest of the first session, and my 1:27 had me 
11th fastest in the second session, for an overall 9th fastest rider of the 34 trying to qualify 
for the 5th annual Toyota 200. 
The second group would be the other 18 riders, and when it was all said and done, 
everyone that tried to qualify would tentatively be in the show. 
This race will have the fastest 40 riders during qualifying being involved in the race, and 
we are all positive more riders will show up on the second round of qualifying, during 
which I plan on trying to better my 16th qualifying position. 
 
I will now describe how I slipped so many spots from my top ten practice time of 1:25.9 
all the way down to my 16th position time of 1:27.2. 
 
First a picture, that with Jodie’s help to point out which mark I left at just about 150 miles 
per hour with my front tire, will be worth the next 1000 words. 
 



    
 
As most of you know, or if you don’t, Turn 8 is one of the fastest turns on any track, and 
most riders take it almost full throttle in 6th gear. 
This Friday’s Group 1 Qualifying session went off at 3:00 p.m., at which time the heat 
was just about at the day’s maximum, hovering around triple digits, and the wind was 
now starting to blow from the inside to the outside of turn 8. 
My plan was to ride about one second faster than I had in the first practice session and 
put myself deep into the top 10 of this first round of qualifiers. 
 
As they always say, “The best laid plans”, and this was exactly one of those times. 
 
My first couple of laps had my mind reeling to reenact the lap times from earlier in the 
day, but the heat and wind made it difficult to go as fast as I wanted to. 
I knew I would have to put out some effort to ride to my potential, and after a few more 
laps, I was passed by my riding buddy Stuart Smith #16, who during practice had gone 
just a few tenths of a second faster than I had. 
Again, my plan was to use Stuart as my carrot and push my bike to a bit faster lap time 
than the 1:25.9 I had attained in practice. 
 
Stuart made his way past me and led me around the track at his pace, but after just ½ a 
lap, he pulled over to let me by. 
I went around him just after exiting Turn 6, as he turned in sharply and rolled off the 
throttle, with an acknowledging wave. 
After getting in front of Stuart, I assumed he would follow me and I could be pushed into 
the low 1:25 lap time and possibly a high 1:24. 
Before I could even start the next lap, as I leaned over to drag my right knee at just over 
150 miles per hour entering Turn 8, a small gust of wind hit the right side of my 2005 



GSXR-1000 and my front tire started to snow plow and leave the pictured Black skid 
mark on the track. 
 
I had just mere milliseconds to either react correctly and not crash in the same turn in 
which just a few months prior, a fellow rider had died, or attempt to recover from falling 
off my motorcycle at well over double the maximum posted California speed limit. 
Somehow, with a lot of luck and a little skill, since I did slightly counter-steer to correct 
the overly turned front wheel, and the wind gust died just enough for me to regain control 
of the 1000 cc powered beast beneath me. 
 
As shown in the picture, my tire obviously didn’t roll properly on the track for that brief 
moment along that short stretch of race track, but as I stated above, I was able to continue 
along and finish that ass-puckering adventurous lap. 
Not only did I not crash, I pulled out a 1:27.7 on that less than perfectly ridden lap. 
 
I was unable to concentrate going into Turn 8 the next lap, only thinking that the wind 
would negatively affect me again as I was at full lean and trying to go as fast as my bike, 
body, and mind would allow. 
Each lap after the wind-filled slide I could not get past the fact that I had almost threw it 
away at the fastest speed since my 130 mile per hour wreck in Vegas, back in 2004, and 
that fact kept me from going much faster during the remaining 20 minutes of Qualifying. 
 
My decision to come into the pits a couple laps after the slide lap was meant to calm my 
nerves and collect my thoughts, even though I had thoroughly tested the fact that my 
front tire was actually working correctly for the next two laps after the slide with a couple 
more laps in the mid 1:27 lap time. 
 
On lap 14 as shown in the time table below, I mustered a 1:27.289, which put me 16th 
fastest in the field. 
Also, as can be seen in the table, Stuart did a phenomenal lap time of 1:25.3 for 8th 
fastest, and had I followed him, I could have put in a wonderful top ten qualifying 
position with a sub 1:26 lap time. 
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Since my goal was to qualify and not wreck, both were attained and now I could focus on 
some 600 practice, since I only had about 4 hours of riding time on my first AMA Super 
Sport bike, which was totaled 6 days after I first acquired it, and my second 600 cc bike 
that made it one lap around Miller before I toasted the already blown clutch. 
 
Saturday morning practice began at an early 8:00 a.m. sharp for the middle weight bikes, 
of which I was now a member of. 
 
This day’s goal was to again, not crash, but to also see an 80-something second lap time 
on my now well used lap timer. 
 
The first practice session ended with a 1:31 lap time, which is exactly what I did all day 
the first time I brought my first 600 cc bike to Willow to break in the then 17-miled bike. 
It was easy to ride the bike at that speed, but I was still trying to figure out shift points, 
trying to figure out corner entry speed, as the 1000 cc bike is faster, but the 600 cc bike 
can go faster through the corners, and where and how much I needed to hit the brakes. 
 

 
 
David, great to see you, meeting your son and crew, and thanks for the compliments and 



sharing the pictures. 
 
I debriefed myself immediately upon entering my own personal pits after each of the four 
practice sessions this Saturday morning, since I knew I only had four sessions to practice 
before having to head off to Jodie’s 20th High School Reunion that evening. 
I also knew that I needed to step it up if I wanted to reach my goal on the 600 of attaining 
an 80-something lap time, which be the end of the half day of practice I did. 
 
As the Sun began to shine brighter and hotter this second day at Willow Springs, I knew 
my lap timer would show me what I wanted to see, even if I had to work ten times harder 
than I had the prior day on the big bike. 
 
More speed was added to the second, third, and final practice session just before lunch, 
and the packing of my race rig, with best lap times in each session of 1:30 in the second, 
and a handful of 1:27’s in the last two sessions. 
My best lap time posted on the 600 was reached in the third session just a few 1000ths of a 
second behind my 1000 cc qualifying effort the day before, with the lap timer reading 
1:27.3. 
 
All in all the riding part of my weekend was over, with almost all my goals reached and a 
few tears, some blood, and a ton of sweat left at the track. 
 
Thank you Jodie, for allowing me to pursue the dream and to accompany me for a 
completely exciting, action-packed, life-building weekend. 
 
I also need to thank the newly formed Bombay Motorsports, at 
www.bombaymotorsports.com and Pranav for getting me a new clutch for the 600, for 
without him, I would not have been able to practice on Saturday, even if it would have 
been completely okay with Jodie.  
 
Thank you also goes out to all my sponsors, who have helped me in the past, present, and 
in the very near future Toyota 200 weekend of September 14-16, 2007: 
 
Central Coast Mechanics - www.ccmechanics.com  
Bombay Motorsports - www.bombaymotorsports.com  
Motul - www.motul.com   
Galfer USA - www.galferusa.com 
Ohlins – www.ohlins.com  
GP Suspension - www.gpsuspension.com  
Shoei Helmet Safety Corporation - www.shoei-helmets.com  
Lockhart Phillips USA - www.lockhartphillipsusa.com  
K & N Engineering - www.knfilters.com  
50 Stunt - www.50stunt.com  
E-Racings - www.e-racings.com  
Fuel Cel - www.eti-fuelcel.com  
VP Racing – www.vpracingfuels.com  
SLiME - www.slime.com  
Suzuki - www.suzuki.com    
Dunlop - www.dunlopracing.com   
WSMC - www.race-wsmc.com  
Creative Persuasions – www.creativepersuasions.com  
Performance Unlimited - www.kellybakers.com  



OFD Racing / Puig / Shogun – www.ofdracing.com  
Jeremy Harper - www.seajersart.com 
Fast 50’s – www.fast50s.com  
Custom Painting by Gene – gene82stafford@hotmail.com   
Allan Real Estate Investments – jodie@allanrealestate.com 
My Wife’s Web Site – www.GotHomesForSale.com   
Suzuki of Van Nuys - www.suzukiofvannuys.com  
MDG Racing – www.gotmotoparts.com   
 
I hope to see some of you at the track next month for the 80-lap endurance race in which 
I have plans to finish in the top 5, so just look for the newly painted and sponsor sticker 
covered trailer. 
 

 
 
Thank you all for reading, and look for more written adventures next month. 
 
Marcel Graeber   


